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of four months. A few guineas was the general
reward then, though the composers had that
other reward desired by the poet who cared not
who made the nation's laws so that he might
make its songs. Their songs did not have a run
of four months: they had a run of some years,
long enough to sink into the public memory and
become the heritage and expression of an age.
That they did sink in is proved by their im-
mense popularity when the B.B.C. revives them
and sends them across the air. In the library of
my ears I hold an anthology of them. The
earliest item is one sung by Gus Elen, concern-
ing the view that might be had from his London
garden "if it wasn't for the houses in between53;
and by succeeding items I can date the stages of
my life more clearly than by the years of the
calendar.
One reason why they had a long life and sank
into the public mind was that there were not
then the mechanical means that exist to-day for
thrusting them upon the entire British public in
one week. There was only* the street-organ to
carry them to those who did not frequent music-
halls, and even the organs took some time to
cover their itinerary. Also, people did not then
demand constant change; they were willing to
hear a comedian sing again the songs he sang
last year or the year before; even to demand
them. "Back numbers/' so far from being